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On behalf of all the men and
women of NAS Pensacola, “The
Cradle of Naval Aviation”, it is
my distinct pleasure towelcome
- ' yau to our 2014 NAS Pensacola

a . Blue Angels Homecoming Air
' ' - Show. It is indeed an honor to
share our base with you where

you will experience the high-

est levels of pride and profes-
sionalism in the execution of

our spectacular airshow and

open house event. This event

i is our way of thanking you

for your continued support

throughout the year and offers

an excellent opportunity for you

to tour the flight line and get a

| . ' close-up look at some of the

\\\\‘ . people, aircraft and capabilities

{ I ! of the most powerful military in
the world.

This year, NAS Pensacola is celebrating our 100th anniversary.
Estahlished in 1914, NAS Pensacola was the first air station
commissioned by the U.S. Navy for the training of aviators in the
infancy of naval aviation. The 2014 Blue Angels Homecoming Air
Show is the culmination of this year-long celebration. Featur-
ing a variety of performers showcasing the best in both military and
civilian aviation, of course highlighted by the final 2014 performances by
the Navy’s Flight Demonstration Squadron, the Blue Angels, home based
right here at NAS Pensacola. We are honored to have the privilege of
providing you the chance to meet and interact with the best and the
brightest young men and women that our country has to offer.

| hope you enjoy our show and have a great Navy day!
Captain Keith Hoskins

Commanding Officer
NAS Pensacaola
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tthe end of World War I, the Chief of Naval Operations, Chester W. Nimitz, ordered the forma-

tion of a flight demanstration team to keep the public interested inNaval Aviation. The Blue
.. Angels performed their first flight demonstration less than a year later in June 1946 at their
home base, Naval Air Station (NAS) Jacksonville, Florida. LCDR Roy “Butch” Varis led the team, flying
the Grumman F6F Hellcat.

Two months later, on August 25, 1946, the Blue Angels transitioned to the Grumman F8F Bearcat.
The 1947 team, led by LCDR Robert Clarke, introduced the now-famous “Diamond Formation.”

By the end of the 1940s, the Blue Angels were flying their first jet aircraft, the Grumman F9F-2 Pan-
ther.Inresponse tothe demands placed on Naval Aviation in the Korean Conflict, the teamreported to
the aircraft carriér USS Princeton as the nucleus of Fighter Squadron 191 (VF-191), “Satan’s Kittens,”
in1950.

The team rearganized the next year and reported to NAS Corpus Christi, Texas, where they began
flying the newer and faster version of the Panther, the FOF-5. The Blue Angels remained in Carpus
Christi until the winter of 1954 when they relocated to their present home base at NAS Pensacola,
Florida. Here they progressed to the swept wing Grumman F9F-8 Cougar.

The ensuing 20 years saw the Blue Angels transition to two more aircraft, the Grumman F11F-1Tiger
(1957) and the McDonnell Douglas F-4J Phantom Il (1969). ‘

In December 1974, the Navy Flight Demonstration Team began flying the McDannell Douglas A-4F
Skyhawk Il and was reorganized into the Navy Flight Demanstration Squadran. This reorganization
permitted the establishment of the first commanding officer (CDR Tony Less) instead of a flight lead-
er, added suppart officers and further redefined the sqguadron’s mission, to enhance the recruiting
effort.

On November 8, 1986, the Blue Angels completed their 40th anniversary year when they unveiled
their present aircraft, the McDonnell Douglas F/A-18 Hornet, the first dual-role fighter/attack air-
craft, which is still serving on the nation’s front lines of defense.

The 2012 show season brought out more than 11 million spectatars and since 1948, the Blue Angels
have perfarmed for more than 495 million fans.

In April 2013, following sequestration, the Navy announced that the remaining air show season was
cancelled as one of many steps to ensure resources would be in place for forces who were operating
forward deployed. The Blue Angels remained committed to their mission, reaching out to their local
cor imunity and performing more than 500 squadron community outreach events totaling more than
5,0 0 hoursofcomn, it »ervice.
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he Blue Angels’ support team consists

of the Events Coordinator, Maintenance

Officer, Flight Surgeon, Administrative
Officer, Public Affairs Officer, Supply Officer
and approximately 110 enlisted Navy and Marine
Carps volunteers. Alternating crews of approx-
imately 45 team members travel to each show
site. All career-oriented enlisted Sailor and Ma-
rine applicants come recommended for Blue An-
gels duty by their current commanding officer.
Applicants go through extensive screening, in-
cluding interviewing with the members of each
of the 15 sguadron work centers. The intense se-
lection process secures the squadron’s tradition
of excellence, ensuring every Blue Angel is a di-
rect reflection of the professionalism of today’s
Sailars and Marines.

Selected enlisted personnel volunteer for a
three-year tour with the sguadron. After com-
pleting their Blue Angels tour, individuals re-
turn to the fleet to continue their naval careers.
Though every team member brings the skills of a
distinct job specialty, each is expected to work
bevaond that specialty, cantributing to the overall
effectiveness of the Blue Angels. The squadron
consists of seven departments, jointly respon-
sible for guaranteeing command readiness. A
tribute to this dedicated team is the fact that
the Blue Angels have never cancelled an air show
due toc a maintenance problem.

Administration: The Administration Department
is responsible for executive and official corre-
spondence, squadron records, pay and travel or-
ders. Administration maintains instructions and
notices, handles promotions and awards, and
cantrols legal and security concerns.

Aviation Medicine: The Aviation Medicine De-
partment is responsible for the health and well-
ness of each team member. The medical team

perfarms annual physical examinations and
emergency medical procedures, keeps medical
and dental readiness up to date, and acts as a
liaison for advanced medical care.

Events Coordination: The Events Caordination
Department schedules preseason visits with
show site sponsors and secures accoammoda-
tions and ground support for each demonstra-
tion show.

Fat Albert Airlines: The all-Marine flight crew as-
signed tothe squadron’s Lockheed-Martin C-130
Hercules is responsible far transparting person-
nel, supplies, and equipment to and from each
show site throughout the seasaon.

Maintenance: The Maintenance Department
consists of the Airframes, Avionics, Corrosion
Control, Crew Chiefs, Life Support, Maintenance
Control, Power Plants, Quality Assurance and
Video shaps. The maintenance team is responsi-
hle for aircraft upkeep.

Public Affairs Office: The Public Affairs Dffice
documents and promotes the Blue Angels and
the Navy and Marine Corps. It designs, writes,
photographs, edits, publishes and distributes all
news and promotional materials far the squad-
ron. The Public Affairs Office also coordinates
promotioinal coverage and interviews with local,
national and international media, and manages
the Blue Angels Key Influencer (KI) rider pro-
gram.

Supply: The Supply Department researches,
procures, stores, and dispatches spare parts,
tools, and uniforms. Supply also researches
future squadron logistical needs, and initiates
caontracts for services required to support daily
operations.



'he Blue Angels maintenance and support

crew travel aboard a Marine Corps C-130

Hercules aircraft, affectionately known
as “Fat Alhert.” The C-130 is a tactical transport
aircraft built by Lockheed Martin and is flown by
an all-Marine crew consisting of three pilots and
five enlisted aircrew.

Integratedin 1970, Fat Albert now flies more than
100,000 miles each season, carrying approxi-
mately 45 maintenance and suppart personnel,
along with the specialized equipment needed to
complete a successful air show.

Every show week, Fat Albert departs Pensaco-
la in advance of the demaonstration jets to pre-
pare for their arrival at each show site. The Blue
Angels could not perform without this versatile
aircraft.

In addition to providing logistical support far the
team, Fat Albert opens the show by displaying
the tactical flight characteristics of the C-130
aircraft. Fat Albert hegins the flight demon-
stratiaon with a low-transition takeoff maximum
effort climb, sending the Hercules skyward at
a 45-degree, nose-up attitude to an altitude
of 1000 feet, simulating conditions in a hostile
combat environment. The C-130 concludes its
profile by demonstrating its maximum-effort
hraking capability, bringing the aircraft to a full
stopinless than 1,000 feet.

Fat Albert weighs 155,000 pounds fully loaded, is
powered by four Rolls- Royce turbo-prop engines

producing more than 18,000 shaft horsepower
and cruises at speeds of more than 320 knots
(approximately 370 miles per hour) at altitudes
as high as 35,000 feet. Fat Albert was designed
as a tactical transpart aircraft capable of lifting
heavy payloads into and out of unimproved air-
strips as short as 2,500 feet long. Additionally,
Marine Corps KC-130s provide aerial delivery
and in-flight refueling of jet, helicopter and tilt
rotar aircraft in support of worldwide military
operations.
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ne mission of the United States Navy Flight

Demonstration Scuadron is to showcase

the pride and professionalism of the United
States Navy and Marine Corps by inspiring a cul-
ture of excellence and service to country through
flight demonstrations and community outreach.

A Blue Angels flight demonstration exhibits cho-
reographed refinements of skills possessed hy all
naval aviators. The Blue Angels’ C-130, affection-
atelyknownas Fat Albert, begins eachdemonstra-
tion by showcasing its maximum-performance
capabilities during a ten-minute performance.
Shartly thereafter, you will see the graceful
aeraobatic maneuvers of the faur-jet Diamond
Formation, in concert with the fast-paced, high-
performance maneuvers of two Solo pilots.
Finally,theteamillustratesthepinnacleofprecision
flying, performing maneuverslockedasaunitinthe
renowned six-jet Delta Formation.

The team is stationed at Forrest Sherman Field,
Naval Air Station Pensacola, Fla., during the show
season. The squadron spends January through
March training at Naval Air Facility El Centro,
California.

In April 2013, following sequestration, the Navy
announced that the remaining air show season
was cancelled as one of many steps to ensure
resources would be in place for forces who were
operating forward deployed. The Blue Angels
remained committed to their mission, reaching
out to the local community, and performing mare
than 500 squadron community outreach events,
totaling in more than 5,000 hours of community
service. .

With a fully-funded 2014 season, the Blue
Angels are scheduled to fly 68 performances at 35
locations in North America during the 2014
season, making this our 28th year of flying the
F/A-18 Hornet.
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What is the mission of the

The mission of the United States Navy
Flight Demonstration Squadron is to
showcase the pride and professionalism of
the United States Navy and Marine Corps
by inspiring a culture of excellence and
service to country through flight demon-
strations and community outreach.

What are the policies/requirements governing back seat flights

in the. ' jet?

The ' typically provide three backseat flights at each show site for selected
personnel. All three riders fly with the . ~. pilot in the two-seat jet. Two of those
riders are selected from the Key Influencer (K1) program and anerider is a credentialed media
representative. The Kl program selects individuals who shape attitudes and opinions of
youth in their communities. KI’'s may be experts in their field, public figures, leaders of youth
organizatians, teachers, guidance counselors or school administrators. They are not
alwaysthe person at the top of an organization, but rather individuals that have animpact on
recruitingyouthand/oraspecifictargetaudience.Flyingthesecandidates,incoordinationwith
mediapresence,isintendedtopromotetheNavyandMarine Corpsasprofessionalandexciting
organizations in which to serve. To be selected as a Key Influencer, you must first be
nominated by a commanding officer of a Navy or a Marine Corps recruiting district. For more
information, contact your local recruiter or air show.




Who authorized the establishment of the

The Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, ordered the establishment

of the team on April 24, 18486.

Where was the

Where did the nhame
' . name originate?

The name was picked by the
original team when they were
planning a show in New Yark
in 1946. One of them came
across the name of the city’s
famous Blue Angel nightclub
in the New Yorker Magazine.

first air show?

Craig Field, Jacksonville, Florida, on June 15, 1946.
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On average, how many people view the
. each year?

An estimated 11 million spectators view the squadron
during air shows each year. Additionally, the Blue Angels
visit more than 50,000 people a show season (March
through November) during school and hospital visits.

What are the basic requirements for
becoming a ‘ ' demonstration pilot?

Each applicant must he career-ariented, carrier-qualified,
active-duty Navy or Marine Corps tactical jet pilot with a
minimum of 1,250 flight hours.
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Dothe . ~ pilots go through the Navy Fighter Weapons School
(TOPGUN)?

Some current and former Blue Angels pilots have gaone through TOPGUN; hawever, it is not a
prerequisite.

‘aa . . a‘i ) Jarps pilats meeting the basic requiremen.s submit an ¢ - :lication
directiy to the teamvia the Applicet ans Officer. Applicants visit the squadron at sched-
uled show sites early in the show season ta ohserve the team firsthand. Finalists are
selecter mid-season and interviewed at the Blue ‘ ~gels’ squadron in Pensacola, Flori-
da.The ne 'demanstra*® r n pilots and sL,. port officers are selected by unai.’..10us vote.
The Chief ot . 'ava: ~ir Training selects the . light Leader,” ;ommanding Officer.

What happensifa. . -demaonstration pilot is ill or hurt?

Safety is paramount for every demonstration. Each pilot is responsible for goad health and
safety; however, the Blue Angels Flight Surgeon will medically disqualify a pilot if one should
become illor injured. Should the Flight Leader/Commanding Officer be grounded for medical
purpases, the demonstration will be canceled.

Why don’t the maintain a spare pilot?

With the number of practice haurs required to safely fly a demonstration, a spare pilot could
not be utilized effactively. Each pilot must complete 120 training flights during winter train-
ing in order to perform a public demonstration safely. The teamwork required for the high-
speed, low-altitude flying in the tight Blue Angel formation takes hundreds af haurs to devel-
op. A substitute pilot would not have enough time in the formation to do this safely.

I \

Twelve former Blue Angels have made .
flag rank. The flag officers include:

Have any

become astronauts?

CDR Chuck Brady, Flight Surgeon,
1888-90.

What is the average age of
a: pilot?

The pilots’ average age is 33
years old.

What is the average age of
the enlisted, support and

, maintenance team?
The average varies slightly; howev-
er, it is approximately 26 years old.



Why don’t the pilots wear G-suits?

G-suits are designed with air bladders (pockets) that inflate and deflate to keep a pilot’s
blood from pooling in the pilats’ legs while executing sharp, unpredicted combat maneuvers.
Unlike combat flying, the Blue Angels demonstration pilots know the maneuvers they will fly
prior to execution, so each pilot knows when one will be experiencing heavy gravitational
forces. Anticipating the changes in gravitational farces allows the Blue Angels demonstra-
tion pilots to combat Gfarces with muscle contractions. Additionally, G-suits wauld detri-
mentally impact flight safety.The Boeing F/A-18’s cantraol stick is mounted between the pi-
lot’s legs. The Blue Angels have a spring tensioned with 40 pounds of pressure installed
on the control stick that gives the pilot a “false feel.” This allows the pilot minimal room for
un-commanded movement. The pilots rest their right arms on their thighs for support and
stahility while flying. Therefare, inflating and deflating air bladders in a G-suit would interrupt
this support and stability, causing uncommanded aircraft movement.

How is the enlisted, support and
y maintenance team selected?

Each applicant is selected from a pool of applicants
that can fill upcoming job vacancies. The team accepts
applications fram all aviation and support ratings. All
applicants are interviewed and spend five days with
the team either in Pensacola or at a show site. Excep-
| i tions to the above are made for applicants whao are on
- deployment or overseas. For more infarmation, please
see the application message under “How ta Apply.”

Arethe ~ the How langis a ~ tour of duty?
“best of the best?” Officers on the team generally serve twa tathree years,
The Blue Angels are represen- while the enlisted personnel serve three to four years.
tatives of the excellence and Each member, bath officers and enlisted, return to the
professionalism found through- fleet after completing a tour with the Blue Angels.

out the fleet. Each Blue Angel .

team member is an ambassador HDW many females are in the SCILIEIdI‘Dn?
and representative of their fleet The number of females varies each year. The 2014
counterparts. team has 15 females.

How do team members deal with the time
away from home?

Individuals are made aware that they will be away
from home a laot before they volunteer for duty with
the team, and are selected based an their ability
to cope with naot anly family separation, but with a
strenuous practice and show schedule. Additional-
ly, the Navy, Blue Angels, and civilian communities at
Pensacola, Fla., and El Centro, Calif., provide a fami-
ly-type suppart network.

How many Marines
serve in the squadron?



Do any of the . . get extra pay?

Na. Each member of the squadron volunteers for duty with the Blue Angels. Due to extreme
competition at all levels, each individual feels especially honored to bhe assaciated with
the team.

What is the closest | What are the lowest and highest maneu-
distance that the jets ver heights performed during an air show?
fly to each other? This varies due to weather conditions. The highest is

The closest the diamond will fly to the vertical roll, performed by the Opposing Solo (up to
gach otheris 18 inches during the 15,000 feet) and the lowest is the Sneak Pass (as low
Diamond 360 maneuver. as 50 feet) performed hy the Lead Solo.

What is the most demanding maneuver perfoarmed?
All maneuvers are demanding, both mentally and physically, and reflect the daily challenges
met by fleet Navy and Marine Carps aviators.

What are the fastest and slowest speeds flown during an air shaw?

The fastest speed is about 700 mph (just under Mach 1; Sneak Pass) and the slowest speed
is about 120 mph (indicated speed; Section High Alpha), both flown by the solo pilots during
the show.



How many jets are in the Squadron?
The Blue Angels currently have 13 jets: two single seat F/A-18 A models, one F/A-18 B model,
eight single seat F/A-18 C models and two 2-seat F/A-18 D models.

What are the major differences between the fleet model and the

. F/A-18?
The Blue Angel F/A-18s have the nose cannon removed, a smoke-oil tank installed and a spring
i, " led on the .. 'ck which app'ies pressure for & tter form=tipn and inverte 3 " . Other-

v g, the aircraft that the squadron flies are the same as h ~e 1 the fli Eact Bles A =
air~raftis capable of bei g returned to comt 1t duty ahoaiue © ciaftcan = un 720 s
A2 aircraft carrier capable?

All of the Blue Angels’ jets are carrier-capable and can he made combat ready in ahout 72
hours. The squadron’s C-130 (“Fat Albert”) is manned by an all-Marine Corps crew and was
not designed for carrier operations.

How do the jets get to each show site?
The demonstratian pilots fly the jets to each show site.

How much does an F/A-18 cost?
The basic acquisition price of a single F/A-
18 A Hornet is approximately $21 million.
The cost of additional weapons-related
- equipment varies accarding to the config-
uration, and use of each aircraft can sig-
nificantly increase the total price.

J What is the top speed and rate
: of climb of an F/A-18?

., The F/A-18 can reach speeds just under
. Mach 2, almost twice the speed of sound
or about 1,400 mph. The maximum rate
of climb of the F/A-18 is 30,000 feet per
minute.

What is the weight of an F/A-18?

An F/A-18 weighs about 24,500 pounds,
empty of all ordnance and aircrew.

Why are the jets T
hy painted blue and gold? ( ‘" " )
II/,/; ‘ .- - ’ ‘ N

y .

How far can the F/A-18 flyon a
full load of fuel or with external
fuel tanks?

The F/A-18 can travel approximately 1,000
miles on a full load of fuel without external
tanks. Adding the external tanks extends
the range to approximately 1,200 miles.



How do you produce the smoke, and why do you use it?

The smoke is produced by pumping biodegradable, paraffin-based oil directly into the ex-
haust nozzles of the aircraft, where the oil is instantly vaporized into smoke. The smoke pro-
vides a traceable path for spectators to follow, so they can see the flight profile that has
been flown. It also enhances safety of flight by providing a valuable means by which the solo
pilots can see each other during opposing maneuvers and conditions of lowered visibility or
haze. The smaoke poses no hazard to the environment.

Why can’t the public listen to the pilots’ conversation during the show?
Since allmaneuvers are preceded by radio communication, broadcasting these radio calls or
making the frequencies of their radins publicly available could interfere with pilot communi-
cation, thereby jeopardizing the safety of flight.

Why is the C-130 called “Fat Albert?”

“Fat Albert” is a nickname given to the plane by Marine Corps Blue Angel pilots
inthe 1970s because of its size and shape. It is a reference to the popular chil-
dren’s cartoon of the same era.

What does “JATO” stand for?

“JATOD” stands for Jet-Assisted Take-Off. JATD was used by the Lockheed-Martin C-130 to
take off from short runways and gain high altitude in a short period of time, as required in
combat situations. The first Blue Angels JATO performance took place at NAS Pensacaola in
November 1975. Eight solid fuel JATO rocket bottles, each producing 1,000 pounds of thrust,
helped propel Fat Albert skyward and captivated millions of spectators each year.

Why doesn’t Fat Albert use JATO any more?

JATO bottles were produced in the Vietnam era. The last known stockpiles of JATO bottles
were expended during the Blue Angels’ 2009 show season. The last JATO performance for
Fat Albert was at the NAS Pensacola Air Show in November 2008.

How much fuel does Fat Albert

hold? _ )
Fat Albert holds 46,000 pounds of fuel.

What is the normal cruising speed
and shaft horsepower per motor of

Fat Albert?

Fat Albert’s cruising speed is 375 mph and ay e
shaft horsepower is about 4,500 per engine. g ) R

What is the maximum takeoff
weight of Fat Albert?

The maximum takeoff weight of Fat Albert is
155,000 pounds.

How many crewmembers are
assigned to fly Fat Albert, and what
are their positions?

Eight Marines are assigned to operate
Fat Albert Airlines: three pilots, two flight
engineers, a navigator, a flight mechanic,anda
loadmaster.

Theteamhas® 'n
flying tk~ °~
since = ~



Have the. ‘ ever performed overseas?
Yes. Throughout the years, the Blue Angels have had limited oppaortunities to perform aver-
seas. In 1992 when the team caompleted a European tour performing in Sweden, Finland,
Russia, Bulgaria, Italy, the United Kingdom, Romania, Spain and Germany. The most recent
overseas trip occurred in 2006 to perform in the Netherlands.

Is it possible to schedule a tour of the Blues home base?

Unfortunately, no. Due to hectic show and maintenance schedules, it is extremely difficult
to schedule tours or photographic opportunities. People whao desire to see the Blue Angels
between shows are encouraged toview a practice demonstration at the National Museum of
Naval Aviation at NAS Pensacola. Practices are usually held most Tuesday and Wedneasday
mornings; weather permitting, during the show season when the team is hame. A tentative
practice schedule may be viewed on the Blue Angels’ wehsite at B

How can fans obtain a VIP pass for a show?

While the Blue Angels do not have “VIP” seating, a small number of seats are set-aside for
close personal friends and family members of the team. Air shows usually have general seat-
ing availahle to the public. Information may be found on individual air show wehsites. Some
show sites reserve alternate seating areas for a nominal fee. Interested individuals should
contact the local air show coordinator for additional information.

What is the difference between a , Hornet and the new

F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet?

The Super Hornet is 25% larger, can fly 40% further, remain on station 80% longer, and carry
more weapons than its predecessors. The Super Hornet F/A-18 E/F models have deployed
with battle groups since 2001. While the Super Hornet has more recent technology, the
Hornet is maore suitable to the needs of the current team, due to its lightweight and slick
maneuverability.

Will the : fly the Super Hornet?

The decision to transition to the Super Harnet has yet to be determined.

Do you ever fly the jets under bridges?

The Blue Angels do not fly under any structures during an air show. Some of the maneuvers
have the appearance that the jets are flying under structures, bhut this is always an optical
illusion from the perspective of the crowd. Far safety reasons, the Blue Angels will never fly
underneath bridges or any other structures.

Are there ever sonic booms at air shows?

Sonic booms occur when an aircraft surpasses the speed of sound. At a Blue Angels air show,
there should never be a sonic boom, as we are not authorized to exceed the speed of sound
atashow. On occasion, spectators may have mistaken the sound of engines at a high-power
setting approaching the speed of sound for a sonic boom.
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e site now occupied hy Naval Air Station Pensacola has a colorful background dating back
to the 16th century when Spanish explorer Don Tristan De Luna founded a colony on the bluff
where Fort Barrancas is now.

Realizing the advantages of the Pensacola harbor and the large timber reserves nearby for ship
building, in 1825 President John Quincy Adams and Secretary of the Navy Samuel Southard made
arrangements to build a Navy yard an the southern tip of Escambia County, where the air station is
today.

Construction began in April 1826, and the Pensacola Navy Yard, also known as the Warrington Navy
Yard hecame one of the hest equipped naval stations in the country. In its early years, the base dealt
mainly with the suppressian of slave trade and piracy in the Gulf and Caribbean as the garrison of the
West Indies Squadron.

On January 12, 1861, just prior to the commencement of the Civil War, the Warrington Navy Yard sur-
rendered to secessionists. When Union forces captured New Orleans in 1862, Confederate troops,
fearing attack from the west, retreated from the Navy Yard and reduced most of the facilities to
rubble.

After the war, the ruins at the yard were cleared away and wark was begun to rebuild the base. Many
of the present structures on the air station were built during this period, including the stately two
and three story houses an Narth Avenue. In 1806, many of these newly rebuilt structures were de-
stroyed by a great hurricane and tidal wave.

Meanwhile, great strides were being made in aviation. The Wright Brothers and especially Glenn Cur-
tiss were trying to prove to the Navy that aircraft had a place in the fleet. The first aircraft carrier was
built in January 1911, and a few weeks later, the seaplane made its first appearance. Then, civilian
pilot Eugene Ely landed a frail craft aboard the USS Pennsylvania (ACR-4) in San Francisco Bay, and
the value of aircraft to the Navy had bheen demonstrated.

The Department of the Navy awakened to the possibilities of Naval Aviation through the efforts of
Captain Washington I. Chambers, who prevailed upon Cangress to include in the Naval Appropriation
Act of 1911, a provision for aeranautical development. Chamhbers was ordered to devote all of his time
to naval aviation.

InOctober1913, Secretaryofthe Navy Josephus Daniels, appointed a board, with CaptainChambersas
chairman,tomakeasurveyofaeronauticalneedsandtoestablishapolicytoguide future development.
One of the board’s most important recommendations was the establishment of an aviation training
station in Pensacola.



